
 

MINUTES OF THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SECTION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

JANUARY 11, 2013 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Norm Cole called the Executive Committee (EC) to order at 12:00 p.m. at the 

Oregon State Bar offices in Tigard, Oregon.   

 

Committee members attending or absent were: 

Exec Board Member Present 

in Person 

Present 

by Phone 

Absent Comments 

Bloom, G. Duff x    

Bohy, Ronald x    

Chen, Bin x    

Cole, Norm x    

Edmunson, James   x  

Guarrasi, Robert  x   

Harrell, Tom  x   

Jacobson, Jacqueline x    

Johnson, Dale x    

Lesh, Allison   x  

Masters, Julie   x  

Olney, M. Kathryn  x   

Oswald, John x    

Parks, Carol  x   

Schoenfeld, Steven   x  

Semple, Keith  x    

Sencer, Nicholas   x   

VavRosky, Dennis x    

 

   

II. MINUTES 

 

A motion passed to approve the EC Minutes of the December 14, 2012 meeting as 

written. 

 



 

III. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

Chair Norm Cole noted the following revisions to our committee rosters: 

 

Legislative/Rules: Suzanne Gall and David Wilson were removed from the committee 

roster.  Nick Sencer suggested that the EC discuss the legislative/rules committee and its 

future composition and mission at the next EC meeting.    

 

Access to Justice:  Dale Johnson will continue to serve as Liason to the EC for the 

remainder of the year.  Dale has spoken to Steve Schoenfeld and Steve will continue to 

serve on the committee, but is unable to take over as liason to the EC at the end of the 

year.  Dale suggested that another EC member join Access to Justice so we will have a 

prospective liason for 2014.  Bin Chen agreed join the Access to Justice Committee and, 

if appointed, take over as liason to the EC in 2014.   

 

Communications/Technology:  Motion to consolidate these committees passed 

unanimously.  Julie Masters is willing to serve on, but not chair this committee.  Rob 

Guarrasi also agreed to continue serving.  

 

EC discussed having this committee publish a consolidated tech and section information 

newsletter every 2-3 months, including information on section events, seminars, a 

summary of proposed or enacted legislation and rulemaking, and summaries of what our 

committees are working on.  Rob Guarrasi offered to compile the content and publish it to the 

section website as a PDF in the same way he and Julie are currently publishing the tech news for 

the technology committee.  However, all agreed that content would need to come from the 

various committees.  Norm Cole suggested that each comittee might be expected to report two 

times a year.   

 

EC discussed publishing a roster of section member contact information that could be provided to 

injured workers who are unrepresented.  Currently these workers are typically advised by ALJs 

and the Ombuds to contact the OSB attorney referral service, but there are concerns about 

whether section members will continue to participate in that program given the recent change in 

terms regarding fee splitting.  Bin Chen agreed to look into whether other sections are doing this 

and found that the litigation section publishes an online directory that can be sorted by location 

and is available to the public.   

 

Concerns were expressed that section members may want to opt out in order to avoid unwanted 

contacts from the public.  EC would want to consider an opt out vs opt in model, or a model that 

allows section members to designate themselves according to whether contact is desired.        

 

Concerns were also expressed that OSB may have an objection to us distributing information that 

may undermine the OSB attorney referral program.    



 

 

Norm Cole agreed to obtain a section roster and ask Kay Pullu from the OSB attorney referral 

service to the next EC meeting to determine whether OSB would have any objection to 

distributing section contact information in the same, or similar, manner that the attorney referral 

service information is currently provided.      

 

Bench Bar: Kevin Barrett will take over as chair.  Tom Harrell will take over as EC 

liason.  Kate Donnelly will be stepping down, so a new ALJ is needed.    

 

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Ron Bohy is expecting to have year end numbers by the next EC meeting.  He has 

compiled a book of contracts for Salishan, which is contracted through 2016, and Oregon 

Gardens, which has not required a signed agreement or advance payment.  Oregon 

Gardens has agreed that we are reserved for the main hall in November 2013.   

 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. Salishan 

 

Ron Bohy distributed the tentative schedule for the speakers.  Similar credits are 

expected compared to prior years.  The committee meets again on January 30.  

There was discussion of whether two presentations on the cervical spine was one 

too many.  Ron assured the group that the focus will be different, one on 

pathology, the other on surgical options.     

 

B. Communications/Technology 

 

EC approved a motion to consolidate the communications committee with the 

technology committee.  All agreed that the next step toward a newsletter would be 

to get content from the committee chairs.     

 

C. Daughtry Award of Merit 

Dale Johnson spoke with Matt Fisher, who reported that there had been no 

nominations thus far.  Julie Masters has been posting the nomination reminders on 

the section listserv and the deadline is February 8th, 2013. 

 

 

 

 



 

D. Legislative / Rules 

 

Nick Sencer and Jim Edmunson will discuss the future of this committee and 

present their thoughts to the EC at the next meeting.   

 

E. Bench / Bar Professionalism Committee 

 

Main lodge is confirmed for 2013 with no need for advance payment.  

 

F. Access to Justice 

Dale Johnson is currently coordinating with OSB public affairs and Access to 

Justice members (David Runner, Michael Orlando and ALJ Keith Kekauoha) to 

propose statutory changes to ORS 656.268(5) and 656.218 to provide adequate  

notice/additional time limits to beneficiaries when a worker dies at the time of 

closure.   

   

Access to Justice is also waiting for the legislative and rules committee to 

convene and consider this and other legislation and rule changes that the 

committee would like to propose.   

 

G. Going Forward 

 

Steve Schoenfeld indicated via email that the committee was presenting a CLE to 

the OSB New Lawyers Section at the Multnomah County courthouse on January 

17.  Another CLE was being presented for the Young Lawyers Section of the 

Multnomah County Bar Ass’n at Kell’s Irish Pub on March 7 from 3-5 PM..  The 

committee is also trying to reach out to the UO school of law to start a workers’ 

compensation class.   

 

EC discussed how these events are being promoted and that notices should be 

provided to the listserve so that section members can invite folks who could 

benefit.  

 

H. New Technologies 

 

See communications.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

I. Nominating Committee 

 

Currently acting as an ad hoc committee.  Dale Johnson noted that they need to be 

prepared for the 3/8 deadline for printing materials for Salishan and the notice that 

must go to the section members 30 days prior to voting at Salishan.   

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 

The Executive Committee Meeting adjourned at approximately 1:15 p.m.  

The next meeting will be at 12:00 p.m. on February 8, 2013 at the Oregon State Bar 

in Tualatin, Oregon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


