
 

MINUTES OF THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SECTION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

December 13, 2013 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Norm Cole called the Executive Committee (EC) to order at 12:05 P.M. at the  

Oregon State Bar Offices in Tigard, Oregon.   

 

Committee members attending or absent were: 

Exec Board Member Present 

in Person 

Present 

by Phone 

Absent Comments 

Bohy, Ronald X    

Ogawa, Jenny X    

Chen, Bin X    

Cole, Norm X    

Edmunson, James X    

Guarrasi, Robert X    

Harrell, Tom  X    

Jacobson, Jacqueline X    

Johnson, Dale X    

Lesh, Allison  X   

Olney, M. Kathryn  X   

Oswald, John   X  

Parks, Carol X    

Schoenfeld, Steven  X   

Semple, Keith  X    

Sencer, Nicholas    X  

VavRosky, Dennis X    

 

   

II. MINUTES 

 

A motion passed to approve the EC Minutes for the November 1, 2013 meeting.   

 

III. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

Chair Norm Cole outlined the EC’s accomplishments during his tenure and thanked 

everyone involved.  He also thanked our departing EC members for their service.   

 

The EC discussed the ethics question posed by OSB regarding whether an attorney who 

represented the insurer on a third party claim that passed to the insurer by the election of 



 

an injured worker could then represent the insurer on a subsequent aggravation claim 

involving the same worker, claim number and insurer. 

 

The EC was divided.  One opinion was that insurer does not represent the worker when 

the insurer pursues the third party claim.  Thus the insurer would not have a conflict with 

the worker as a former or current client.  Others thought the answer turned on the 

reasonable expectations of the worker in terms of whether an attorney client relationship 

was formed during the third party claim, how that representation was limited, and 

whether the insurer gained information based on that relationship that could be used 

against the worker in the aggravation claim.  One section member suggested that the 

insurer would always have a conflict in this situation because they are pursuing the third 

party claim in the workers name.  The EC agreed that Chair Cole will summarize the 

difference of opinion and lack of consensus in the EC’s response to the OSB.   

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Treasurer Ron Bohy reported that as of November 30, 2013 the section account balance 

is $20,039.00.  This does reflect the $6,646.45 in expenses from the Bench Bar Forum.  

Overall, the section had a net revenue of $2016.00 in 2013.  $400 of that was from non-

section members paying to attend Bench Bar.     

 

 The EC voted to donate $100 to the classroom law project to be applied in 2013.  

 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. Access to Justice 

 

No report. Next meeting scheduled for January.   

 

B. Communications/Tech 

 

Rob discussed the November 15, 2013 letter from WCB Chair Holly Somers 

regarding concerns about the portal.  He sent Holly an invitation to contribute to 

the section news and Jackie Jacobson will also invite contribution from Assistant 

Presiding ALJ Joy Doherty.    

 

 

 

 

 



 

C. Salishan 

 

Liaison Allison Lesh reported that speakers have been arranged.  BOLI 

commissioner Brad Avakian will deliver the keynote.  Other speakers will address 

stress claims, post concussive syndrome, addiction treatment, and time loss.      

 

D. Workers’ Compensation Section Professionalism and Service Award 

 

Liaison Dale Johnson reported that the OSB has created an on-line nomination 

form through survey monkey.  Information on this will be distributed to section 

membership.   

 

E. Legislative / Rules 

 

No report. 

 

F. Nominating Committee 

 

No report.  

 

G. Bench / Bar Professionalism Committee 

 

Liaison Tom Harrell reported that feedback on the program has been positive.    

 

H. Going Forward 

 

No report.   

 

VI.    OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 

The Executive Committee Meeting adjourned at approximately 1:02 p.m.  
The next meeting will be at 12:00 P.M. on January 10, 2014, at the offices of Radler, 
Bohy, et al.     


