
 

MINUTES OF THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SECTION 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OCTOBER 12, 2012 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Dale Johnson called the Executive Committee (EC) to order at 12:10 p.m. at the 

Oregon State Bar offices in Tigard, Oregon.   

 

Committee members attending or absent were: 

Exec Board Member Present 

in Person 

Present 

by Phone 

Absent Comments 

Bloom, G. Duff   X  

Bohy, Ronald   X  

Cole, Norm X    

Edmunson, James  X   

Kehoe, Matthew   X  

Fisher, Matthew X    

Guarrasi, Robert X    

Harrell, Tom  X   

Jacobson, Jacqueline X    

Johnson, Dale X    

Masters, Julie X    

Oswald, John   X  

Parks, Carol X X   

Rock, Douglas   X  

Schoenfeld, Steven X    

Semple, Keith  X    

Sencer, Nicholas   X   

VavRosky, Dennis X    

 

   

II. MINUTES 

 

A motion passed to approve the EC Minutes of the September 14, 2012 meeting as 

written. 

 



 

III. CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

Dale Johnson 

 

Chair Johnson will be attending the November 2, 2012 meeting of the House of 

Delegates.  Member Edmunson will continue as legislative contact with the Bar for 

2013.  Member ALJ Sencer also agreed to serve as a contact.   

 

IV. TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Masters presented the proposed budget.  Less revenue was projected for 

Salishan for 2013 in anticipation of decreased attendance, with a conservative 

estimate of sponsorship amounts.  The committee approved a motion to maintain 

Salishan’s 2013 budget at the same amount as the 2012 budget to allow the Salishan 

committee flexibility when arranging for speakers who may charge for their services 

and taking into account the $7,000 profit generated by the Salishan committee in 

2012.  The estimated amount of anticipated sponsorships was increased to $2,500, 

with an additional $500 budgeted for the going forward committee.  The budget was 

approved as amended.   

 

 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. Salishan  

 

Liaison Bohy provided the following information via e-mail: 

 

1. Salishan 2013 will be held on May 10 and 11, 2013. 

2. Sally Curey has resigned from the committee, and Holly Ansari from 

SAIF is the committee’s newest member. 

3. The committee met on September 26, 2012 – the committee meetings will 

be the last Wednesday of each month although the frequency will increase 

the closer we get to Salishan 2013.  

4. The committee will keep close tabs on the budget/costs and balance male 

and female speakers.   

5. A variety of topics were preliminarily discussed including the 

history/future of Oregon workers compensation including changes created 

by the Affordable Care Act; medical 101 (e.g., occupational medical 

provider); tips/traps panel; how to effective handle non-English speaking 

clients; how to interpret operative reports; adjustment disorder/depression; 

what happens during a PCE; and legal update.  The committee is 

investigating topics and potential speakers.   



 

6. We will reach out to the Honorable Martha Walters of the Oregon 

Supreme Court to be the keynote speaker.   

 

B. Communications 

 

No report. 

   

 

C. Daughtry Award of Merit 

 

No report.  

 

D. Legislative / Rules 

 

Co-chairs Edmunson and Sencer indicated that the Access to Justice committee 

wants to take a position on the need for and use of interpreters during the 

reconsideration proceedings.  Chair Edmunson noted a specific OSB bylaw that 

required any position on a policy issue to be presented to the OSB public affairs 

office before publicly taken.  Chair Edmunson proposed that we give them notice 

before taking a position to comply with the OSB’s bylaws.   

 

E. Bench / Bar Professionalism Committee 

 

The Bench Bar CLE is set for November 9, 2012.  The committee is still waiting 

for Judge DeMuniz’ materials, but everything else is ready.  The food prices did 

not change from last year, although the cost of coffee went up and additional 

$5/gallon.  The committee would like to reserve the space for next year.  The 

committee is also putting together a survey for the members regarding the quality 

of the food, location, and whether members would be willing to pay in the future 

to attend.   

 

F. Access to Justice 

 

Further discussion was made regarding the committee’s obligation to run its 

position regarding interpreters in the reconsideration proceedings through the 

Bar’s public policy office.  The Lawyer Referral Service reports that 40% of 

workers’ compensation attorneys formerly on the panel declined to renew their 

membership in July 2012.  Member ALJ Ogawa intends to talk to other ALJs 

about possible solution to the increased number of unrepresented claimant cases.  

Also discussed SAIF v. Wilde case and potential solutions to legislative issue. 



 

 

G. Going Forward 

 

Co-chair Schoenfeld reported that a meeting was scheduled for October 26, 2012.  

The committee is working with the co-chair of the MBA Young Lawyers section 

to create a spring CLE.  The committee is also looking into a brown bag series 

with the new lawyers section of the OSB.  The committee also wants to contact 

University of Oregon to investigate the lack of a workers’ compensation class in 

the curriculum, and was encouraged to do so by the executive committee.    

 

H. New Technologies 

 

Chair Guarrasi noted that the new Board rules allow for email signatures on 

settlement documents.  The Board will not accept a fax or e-mail copy of 

settlement documents.  The Board is also hosting a CLE on using the portal 

system, and members were encouraged to sign up.  Terry Bello is the Board 

contact.    

 

I. Nominating Committee: 

Two new members were proposed to Norm Cole, as the Chair-Elect for 2013.  

Once Norm approves, he will put the names forward to the committee for a vote.   

 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 

The Executive Committee Meeting adjourned at approximately 1:35 p.m.  

The next meeting will be at 11:00 a.m. on November 9, 2012, at the Oregon Gardens 

in Silverton, Oregon, prior to the Bench Bar Forum. 

 

 

 

 

 


